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Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Moser  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  report  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  1953. 

Owing  to  the  unfortunate  absence  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  through  illness,  the 
detailed  information  of  the  work  carried  out  by  his  department  has  been  compiled  by  Mr. 
Donald  Smith,  his  deputy. 

Faithfully  yours, 

JEAN  MURRAY. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,250  acres 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,860 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April,  1953)  ...  ...  ...  £106,427 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (year  1952-53)  ...  ...  £427 

Total  number  of  houses  in  Urban  District  (31-12-53)  ...  4,430 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population 

13,860  (Registrar  General's 

figure) 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1952 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

100 

no 

210 

194 

Illegitimate 

4 

3 

7 

14 

Total 

104 

113 

217 

208 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

83 

73 

156 

199 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  : 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1  0  1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks 


4  (Legitimate) 


Urban  District 

Crude  Dive  Birth  rate  15-65  per  1,000  of  population. 

Corrected  Birth  rate  15-8 
(Comparability  Factor  1-01) 

Still  Birth  rate  0-216  per  1,000  of  population. 

Crude  Death  rate  : 

All  Causes  11-27  per  1,000  of  population. 

Corrected  Death  rate  9-57 
(Comparability  Factor  *85) 

Infants  under  1  year  9-2  per  1,000  live  births. 
Death  rate  of  Infants 

under  4  weeks  4-60  per  1,000  live  births. 


England  and  Wales 

Comparison  15-5 


•35 

11 


Analysis  of  deaths  from  all  causes. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Male 

1 

Female 

1 

Total 

2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— * 

— | 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— • 

— • 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ... 

4 

2 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Dung,  Bronchus 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— • 

3 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— • 

3 

3 

Other  Malignant  and  Dymphatic  Neoplasms 

8 

8 

16 

Deukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

Vascular  Desions  of  Nervous  System 

15 

15 

30 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

16 

9 

25 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

— • 

— « 

— 

Other  Heart  Diseases  ... 

17 

14 

31 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

3 

6 

9 

Influenza 

3 

3 

6 

Pneumonia 

- - 

- , 

— 

Bronchitis 

6 

4 

10 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

- - 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

— 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

— . 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

3 

4 

7 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

- - 

— 

— 

All  other  Accidents 

* - . 

— 

— 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

83 

73 

156 

2 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

1.  Comparability  Factors.  Area  comparability  factors  for  births  and  for  deaths, 
allowing  for  the  differing  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas,  are 
given  and  may  be  used  for  comparing  birth  rates  and  death  rates  with  those  in  other  areas. 


I. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Staff. 

1.  Part-time  Medical  Officer:  Dr.  J.  Murray,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  who  acts  for  Trow¬ 
bridge  U.D.,  Bradford-on-Avon  U.D.,  and  is  also  an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 


2.  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector:  L.  B.  Densham,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I. 

(Also  acts  as  Authorised  Officer  under  (1)  The  Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928 
and  1936,  (2)  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951,  (3)  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Regu¬ 
lations,  1953,  and  (4)  Factories  Act,  1937,  Section  34). 

Deputy  Sanitary  Inspector:  Donald  S.  Smith,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I. 

3.  Clerical  Staff:  A  typist  whose  time  is  divided  between  the  Trowbridge  Public  Health 
Department  and  the  other  authority  for  which  the  Medical  Officer  acts. 

4.  Rodent  Operator. 


II.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities.  (1)  The  Salisbury  Area  Pathological  Laboratory,  at  Salisbury 
Infirmary,  (2)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bath,  (3)  Waterfall  and  O’Brien,  Bristol. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities.  The  County  Council’s  Ambulance  Station  for  this  area  is  at 
Woolley  Grange,  Bradford-on-Avon. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home.  There  are  two  district  nurses  and  one  midwife. 

(d)  Home  Helps.  The  County  Council  Home  Help  service  is  well  established  and  great 
assistance  has  been  given  in  cases  of  illness  and  infirmity.  It  should  be  clearly  under¬ 
stood  that  Home  Helps  are  not  intended,  and  should  not  be  expected,  to  undertake  any 
nursing — their  duties  are  household  ones  only. 

(e)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics.  The  County  Council  Clinic,  The  Halve,  is  used  for 
all  clinics. 

The  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  every  Tuesday  and  Thursday  at  2  p.m. 

Immunisation.  A  session  is  held  every  fourth  Thursday. 

A  Chest  Physician  attends  a  Tuberculosis  Clinic  each  Wednesday  and  Saturday. 
Specialist  Clinics  are  held  on  other  occasions. 

(f)  Hospital  Accommodation  and  Maternity  Homes. 

1.  Trowbridge  and  District  Hospital.  This  is  a  general  hospital  with  a  Maternity 
Department  of  13  beds. 

2.  Trowbridge  and  District  Isolation  Hospital.  This  hospital  still  admits  cases  of  in¬ 
fectious  disease.  The  beds  are  mainly  used  for  general  medical  purposes.  There 
are  also  8  Tuberculosis  beds  for  male  cases. 

3.  There  is  a  private  Maternity  Home  :  it  accommodates  16  persons — 13  maternity  cases 
and  3  others. 


Care;  of  the  Aged. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47.  1.  Case  reported  in  1952.  This  old  man 
is  still  under  protection  at  Meyrick  Close,  Salisbury;  extensions  of  the  original  order  have 
been  granted  each  three  months.  He  is  gradually  failing  :  still  eating  very  well  and  content 
to  stay  except  for  occasionally  wandering  farther  than  he  can  return  unaided. 
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2.  A  man  of  over  70,  living  alone  in  a  Council  Bungalow,  who  had  received  great 
kindness  and  help  from  the  aged  widows  living  on  each  side  of  him,  had  refused  for  several 
months  to  go  voluntarily  into  a  Home.  One  morning  he  was  found  to  have  fallen  the  night 
before;  although  when  found  he  was  lying  on  the  bed  it  was  obvious  that  he  was  shocked  and 
chilled.  The  neighbour  (who  had  done  his  personal  and  bed-clothes  washing  weekly  for 
nothing  for  years)  sent  for  help,  but  he  still  refused  to  go  to  hospital  at  his  own  doctor’s 
suggestion.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  to  take  emergency  action,  and  he  was  removed  to 
hospital  that  day.  He  died  2  days  later. 

Other  cases  were  visited,  and  were  either  found  not  to  require  further  care  and  pro¬ 
tection  than  they  were  already  obtaining  or,  as  in  one  special  case,  who  was  found  to  have  8 
living  children,  eventually  they  were  stimulated  to  take  sufficient  interest  to  prevent  action 
having  to  be  taken. 

It  must  again  be  stated  how  the  great  assistance  given  to  old  people  by  “  Home  Helps  ” 
prevents  the  necessity  of  removing  them  from  their  own  homes.  We  cannot  be  too  grateful 
for  the  unremitting  care  given  by  the  Health  Visitors  of  the  County  Council  in  finding  suitable 
“  Home  Helps  ”  for  these  people,  and  the  sympathetic  consideration  the  individual  cases  get 
from  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  AREA. 

Water  Supply. — There  has  been  no  change  in  the  water  supply;  the  amount  has  been 
always  sufficient  and  the  quality  excellent. 

The  Engineer  of  the  Trowbridge,  Melksham  and  District  Water  Board  has  supplied 
copies  of  analyses  taken  throughout  the  year  in  the  town  :  all  have  been  highly  satisfactory. 

1.  Bacteriological  Count.  Total  colonies  growing  on  agar  at  37°C.  in  48  hours  : 
NIE  per  1  m.l.  of  water. 


2.  B.  Coli  Counts  at  37°C.  in  48  hours  and  44°C.  in  48  hours  : 


Quantity  of  water  tested. 

Acid  and  gas  front  lactose. 

at  37°C. 

44°C. 

Five  tubes  of  10  m.l.  water 

Five  tubes  of  1  m.l.  water 

As  a  result  of  calculations  made  from  above  : 

(1)  Number  of  Coli  Aerogenes  per  100  m.l.  growing  at  37°C.  :  NIL. 

(2)  Number  of  Faecal  types  of  B.  Coli  per  100  m.l.  growing  at  44°C.  :  NIL. 

Opinion.  Bacteriological  examination  shows  no  evidence  of  pollution. 

Date  14/9/53.  (Signed)  H.  W.  H.  KENNARD,  Pathologist. 

(Information  under  the  next  3  headings  supplied  by  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  G.  S.  Day). 

Public  Cleansing. — The  duties  of  refuse  collection  are  steadily  increasing  year  by 
year  with  the  development  of  Council  and  Private  Enterprise  housing  estates,  not  only  as 
regards  the  quantity  of  refuse  collected  but  also  in  the  distances  to  be  covered  by  the  vehicles 
in  collecting  it. 
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During  the  year  the  Council  considered  the  adoption  of  a  door-to-door  system  of  col¬ 
lection  in  place  of  the  present  one  of  collection  from  bins  placed  on  the  street,  but  owing  to 
the  high  cost  and  other  considerations  involved  it  was  decided  to  be  impracticable  to  introduce 
such  a  scheme  at  the  time. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. — Work  on  the  reorganisation  scheme  was  commenced  by 
the  Contractors  in  December  1952,  and  continued  throughout  1953.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
about  one  half  of  the  filter  area  and  two  thirds  of  the  settling  tank  capacity  had  been  made 
available  for  use  after  reconstruction,  as  well  as  a  number  of  sludge  drying  beds  and  various 
ancillary  works. 

Difficulties  in  keeping  the  works  running  during  these  reconstructions  have  been  con¬ 
siderable,  but  have  been  successfully  overcome  through  good  co-operation  between  the  Con¬ 
tractors,  the  Council’s  Resident  Engineer  and  the  Sewage  Works  Manager. 

Sewerage. — A  short  extension  was  made  to  the  soil  sewer  in  Silver  Street  Lane,  and 
sewers  on  both  Council  and  Private  Enterprise  housing  estates  also  were  extended. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Age  Group 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

, 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

12 

13 

3 

— — 

— 

17 

17 

5 

1 

1 

12 

22 

10 

15 

25 

2 

1 

2 

1 

. 

_ 

, 

2 

Age  Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

3 

2 

44 

57 

.1. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis 


Para  ytic 
M  F 


Non-paralytic 


M 


F 


Whooping 

Cough 


M 


F 


Age  Group 

Ac 

Pneur 

M 

ute 

nonia 

F 

Dysei 

M 

atery 

F 

Erysi 

M 

pel  as 

F 

0 

5 

15 

45 

65 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Totals 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Four  cases. 
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tOKON 


Houses. 

Dwellings  occupied  at  1/1/53  890 

Completed  and  occupied  during  1953  81 

HOUSING. 

Flats. 

4 

4 

Bungaloivs. 

42 

4 

Nissen  Huts. 

5 

T  otal. 

941 

89 

Vacated  and  demolished  — 

2 

1030 

2 

1028 


The  89  dwellings  completed  during  the  year  provided  accommodation  for  269  persons. 

As  a  result  of  transfers,  termination  of  tenancies,  etc.,  24  dwellings  became  available 
for  re-letting  and  provided  accommodation  for  89  persons. 

A.  Byers,  Housing  Manager. 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Slaughtering  has  continued  at  two  Government  controlled  slaughterhouses  and  at  two 
bacon  factories  in  the  town.  The  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  at  the  two  bacon  factories  has 
steadily  increased,  the  combined  throughput  for  the  year  being  67,548  pigs. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  time  has  been  devoted  to  meat 
inspection  and  the  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  District 
and  the  proportion  found  to  be  affected  with  disease. 

Carcases  Condemned  at  Bacon  Factories  and  Government 
Controlled  Slaughterhouses,  Trowbridge,  1953. 


Bulls,  Steers, 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

and  Heifers 

1,425 

868 

1,889 

and  Lambs. 

6,900 

68,388 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  1 

7 

26 

36 

103 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

362 

399 

10 

913 

628 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

25-47% 

46-77% 

1-91% 

13-75% 

1-07% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

7 

20 

2 

69 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

134 

197 

_ 

_ 

1,429 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

9-89% 

25% 

•11% 

2-19% 

Percentage  of  all  cattle  inspected  affected  with  disease  other  than  tuberculosis  :  33-54%. 

Percentage  of  all  cattle  inspected  affected  with  tuberculosis  :  15-61%. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  other  foods  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  during 
the  year  was  as  follows  : — 
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T  ons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Beef 

.  24 

5 

3 

12 

8 

Mutton 

.  1 

19 

2 

11 

0 

Veal 

.  0 

14 

1 

8 

0 

Pork 

.  35 

2 

1 

24 

0 

Other  Foods  ... 

.  0 

13 

0 

24 

7 

Total  ...  62 

15 

1 

23 

15 

Meat  condemned  at  the  Government  slaughterhouses  was  disposed  of  by  contractors 
under  arrangement  with  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Condemned  meat  at  one  bacon  factory  was  disposed  of  by  contractors  after  being  treated 
with  an  approved  colouring  agent,  and  at  the  other  factory  by  destruction  in  the  firm’s  by¬ 
products  plant. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  District  by  type  of  business  was  as  follows  : — 


Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  7 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fish  and  Chip  Saloons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bacon  Factories,  Food  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Food  Warehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Breweries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mineral  Water  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  38 

Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


Total  ...  206 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  : — 

1.  (a)  For  the  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  41 

(b)  For  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  6 

2.  For  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted, 

pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale  ...  10 

Byelaws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  are  in  force  in  the  District 
and  visits  have  been  made  to  food  premises  with  a  view  to  ensuring  compliance  with  the  Bye¬ 
laws  and  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

(1)  Visits  to  food  premises  (excluding  Government  Slaughterhouses  and 

Bacon  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  219 

(2)  Visits  to  Bacon  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  431 

(3)  Visits  to  Government  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  523 
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ICE  CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT,  ETC.)  REGULATIONS,  1947-1952. 

Ice;  Creiam  Sampling. 

There  is  no  legal  bacteriological  standard  for  ice  cream,  and  samples  submitted  to  the 
Pathologist,  Salisbury  Infirmary,  are  provisionally  graded  in  accordance  with  the  recommend¬ 
ations  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  and  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  recommendations  suggest  that  50%  of  a  vendor’s  samples  should  fall  into  Grade  I, 
80%  into  Grades  I  or  II,  not  more  than  20%  into  Grade  III  and  none  into  Grade  IV. 


Seventy-four  samples  of  ice  cream  were  sent  for  examination  during  the  year.  Three 
samples  classified  Grade  III  were  manufactured  outside  the  District,  and  follow-up  samples 
were  reported  Grade  I. 


Number  of  Samples 

Taken 

Provisional  Grade 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

74 

69 

2 

3 

Nil 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

(1)  Number  of  Dairies  Registered  (not  being  dairy  farms)  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  Distributors  of  Milk  Registered  ...  ...  ...  9 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (RAW  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (PASTEURISED  AND  STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

Licences  have  been  issued  to  use  the  following  Designations  under  the  above  Regula¬ 
tions  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  Dealer’s  Licences  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “  Tuberculin  Tested”  ...  5 

(2)  Dealer’s  Licences  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “Pasteurised”  ...  5 

(3)  Supplementary  Licences  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “  Tuberculin 

Tested”  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Supplementary  Licences  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “  Pasteurised  ”...  7 

MILK  SAMPLING. 

Sampling  of  milk  supplied  within  the  District  by  Dealers  licensed  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Regulations,  1949,  has  continued  regularly  during  the  year.  One  sample  of 
“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  milk  which  failed  to  comply  with  the  prescribed  standards  was  bottled 
at  dairy  premises  outside  the  District.  The  Sanitary  Officer  of  the  District  concerned  was 
notified  and  subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory. 


Designation  of  Milk 

Number  of  Samples 
taken 

Number  complying  with 
the  prescribed  standards 

Number  not  complying 
with  prescribed  standards 

Pasteurised 

20 

20 

Nil 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

8 

8 

Nil 

Tuberculin  Tested 

11 

10 

1 

Totals 

39 

38 

1 
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FOOD  POISONING. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

Licences  are  issued  under  this  Act  for  three-yearly  periods.  The  number  of  slaughter¬ 
men  licensed  at  the  31st  December,  1953,  was  23. 

HOUSING  ACTS  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

A. — Inspections. 

(1)  Inspections  made  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  149 

B. — Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act,  1936). 

(1)  Number  of  unfit  dwelling  houses  demolished  during  the  year  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

C. — Demolition  and  Closing  Orders. 


1. 

Housing  Act,  1936 

(a)  Demolition  Orders  made  under  Section  11 

Number  of  Number  of 

houses.  persons  displaced. 

Nil  Nil 

(b)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or  informal  pro¬ 
cedure  under  Section  11 

3 

9 

(c)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking  given  by 
owners  under  Section  11 

Nil 

Nil 

(d)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12) 

Nil 

Nil 

2. 

Housing  Act,  1949 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3(1) 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing  Orders  sub¬ 
stituted  under  Section  3(2) 

Nil 

Nil 

3. 

Local  Government  ( Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10(1) 

Nil 

Nil 

D.— Repairs — Informal  Action. 
Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  during  the  year 

as  a  result 

of 

informal  action  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

20 

(1) 

E. — Repairs — Statutory  Action. 

Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 

notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners 

... 

Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

... 

Nil 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1936 

(i)  Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  (Sections  9,  10,  11  &  16)  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  unfit  houses  for  which  undertakings  by  owners  to  make  fit 

were  accepted  (Section  11) 
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MOVABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Four  licences  were  issued  for  a  period  of  one  year  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  to  station  and  use  caravans  for  human  habitation  in  the  District.  One  of 
these  licences  was  not  utilised. 

The  caravans  were  on  separate  sites  removed  from  dwelling  houses,  and  were  main¬ 
tained  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

One  caravan  found  to  be  in  illegal  occupation  of  an  unsuitable  site  was  removed 
following  informal  action  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  anti-blood  coagulant,  “  Warfarin,”  was  introduced  in 
treatments  for  rats  and  mice,  in  addition  to  the  poisons  which  have  been  used  in  the  past.  Its 
use  was  found  very  effective,  particularly  in  cases  of  heavy  infestations  with  mice  and  in  cases 
where  it  has  been  found  difficult  hitherto  to  ensure  complete  eradication  of  rats  and  mice. 

The  soil  sewers  in  the  District  have  again  been  treated  twice  during  the  year. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  rodent  control  work  carried  out  : — 


Local 

Authority 

Properties 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricultural 

Properties 

Business 

Premises 

Totals 

Properties  Inspected 

11 

318 

15 

84 

428 

Visits  made 

131 

602 

29 

213 

975 

Properties  found  to  be  infested  with 
rats 

10 

36 

1 

7 

54 

Properties  found  to  be  heavily  in¬ 
fested  with  mice 

1 

10 

— 

18 

29 

Properties  treated  by  Rodent  Operator 

11 

40 

1 

23 

75 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

I. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


N  umber 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

14 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

95 

67 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out- workers’  premises) 

3 

2 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

112 

73 

— 

— 

10 


2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Re 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

terred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(o)  insufficient  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

( b )  unsuitable  or  defective  . 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Outwork)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

4 

7 

— 

1 

— 

OUTWORK. 

(Sections  110  and  111). 


Nature  of  Work 

0) 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 
110  (1)  (c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 
(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prosecutions 

(7) 

Wearing  /  Making,  etc. 
apparel  1  Cleaning  and  washing 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

MEANS  OF  ESCAPE  IN  CASE  OF  FIRE. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  an  authorised  officer  for  the  purpose  of  making  in¬ 
spections  under  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  of  those  factories  which  are  required 
under  the  Act  to  be  certified  by  the  Council  as  being  provided  with  satisfactory  means  of 
escape  in  case  of  fire. 

No  new  certificates  were  issued  during  the  year. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

(i)  Premises  registered  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Licences  issued  during  1953  to  store  Rag  Flock  ...  ...  ...  1 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

Two  licences  were  issued  to  persons  to  keep  pet  shops  at  premises  in  the  district,  and 
eight  inspections  of  these  premises  were  made  during  the  year. 

HEATING  APPLIANCES  (FIREGUARDS)  REGULATIONS,  1953. 

The  Regulations  require  fireguards  to  be  fitted  to  gas  fires,  electric  fires  and  oil  heaters 
of  types  so  designed  that  they  are  suitable  for  domestic  use.  Standards  with  which  guards 
must  comply  are  specified. 

As  the  Regulations  do  not  become  fully  operative  until  1st  October,  1954,  no  formal 
action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928  &  1936. 

Licences  under  the  Acts  are  issued  annually. 

(i)  Number  of  new  licences  issued  for  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  and 


petroleum  mixtures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(ii)  Number  of  renewal  licences  issued  for  storage  of  petroleum  spirit 

and  petroleum  mixtures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

(iii)  Number  of  renewal  licences  issued  for  storage  of  carbide  of  calcium  3 

(iv)  Total  quantity  of  petroleum  spirit  for  which  licences  were  issued  ...  57,225  gallons 

(v)  Total  quantity  of  carbide  of  calcium  for  which  licences  were  issued  5,336  pounds 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS’  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS. 

Drainage  ... 

Dairies 

Bacon  Factories 
Slaughterhouses 
Other  Food  Premises 
Factories  ... 

Movable  Dwellings 
Rodent  Control 

Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Acts 
Verminous  Premises 
Infectious  Diseases 
Disinfestation 
Piggeries 
Rag  Flock  Act 
Petroleum  Acts 
Pet  Shops 

Observations 
Visits 

Miscellaneous 


Smoke 


199 

19 

431 

523 

219 

73 

17 

123 

149 

6 

3 

1 

5 

1 

10 

8 

22 

25 

91 


Total 


1,925 


JEAN  MURRAY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

DONALD  SMITH,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I. 
for 

L.  B.  DENSHAM,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


12 


